
  Transmission Services 

Reno-Alturas Intertie Scheduling Guidelines 
Updated: 6/29/10 

The Reno-Alturas Intertie (RATS), is NV Energy's (formerly Sierra Pacific) Hilltop-Bordertown-
North Valley Road line. Schedules to or from NV Energy's control area that use RATS must 
travel through BPAT, because BPAT is the adjacent Scheduling Control Area. 

This document provides guidelines and procedures for scheduling on RATS. 
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A. General Requirements 
1. Transmission customers that use the RATS line must acquire PacifiCorp Malin 500/230 

kV Transformer rights from PacifiCorp's Transmission Business Line. PacifiCorp will post 
the availability of the transformer on its OASIS site. 

2. RATS line Rated Transfer Capabilities (RTC) are 300 MW N-S and 300 MW S-N. 

3. The AC Intertie RTCs are 4,800 MW N-S and 3,675 MW S-N. 

4. BPAT does not accept California-Oregon Border (COB) Hub schedules on the RATS 
path(s). COB Hub Schedules travel from John Day to COB Hub and from COB Hub back 
to John Day. All schedules to COB Hub must return to the Northwest and cannot go 
south of COB. 

5. Schedules on the RATS line include use of the AC Intertie (acquired from Intertie 
Owners, Non-Federal Participants, Transmission Services, and/or SW Transmission 
Owners), the PacifiCorp transformer at Malin (acquired from PacifiCorp), and 
Hilltop/Malin (acquired from Transmission Services). 

B. Submitting RATS Schedules 
Submit schedules on the NW AC Intertie for delivery to the Alturas Intertie or RATS line as 
follows: 

Firm transmission schedules are due within the first hour after BPAT receives notice 
from the California Independent System Operator (ISO) of final schedules on the 
preschedule day. 



Non-firm transmission schedules are due within the second hour after BPAT receives 
notice from the California ISO of final schedules on the preschedule day. 

Examples: 
 Schedules on the AC Intertie from John Day (JDA) to Malin (N-S) and on RATS (N-S): 

Transmission on the NW Section of the AC Intertie (N-S), PacifiCorp transformer at 
Malin, BPA Network (Malin 230 kV to Hilltop 230 kV), Alturas Intertie (from NV Energy) 
must be arranged. If the schedule is from a NW party to JDA, the BPA Network 
transmission on that segment must also be acquired. 

 Schedules on RATS (S-N) and on the AC Intertie from Malin to JDA (S-N): 

Transmission on the Alturas Intertie (from NV Energy), the BPA Network (Hilltop 230 kV 
to Malin 230 kV), the PacifiCorp transformer at Malin, and the NW Section of the AC 
Intertie (S-N) must be arranged. If the schedule is from JDA to a NW party, 
transmission on the BPA Network segment from JDA must also be acquired. 

 Schedules on RATS (S-N) and on the AC Intertie from Malin to a SW Party (N-S): 

Transmission on the Alturas Intertie (from NV Energy), the BPA Network (Hilltop 230 kV 
to Malin 230 kV), the PacifiCorp transformer at Malin, and the SW Section of the AC 
Intertie (N-S) must be arranged. 

 Schedules on the AC Intertie from a SW Party (S-N) and on RATS (N-S): 

Transmission on the SW Section of the AC Intertie (S-N), the PacifiCorp transformer at 
Malin, the BPA Network (Malin 230 kV to Hilltop 230 kV), and the Alturas Intertie (from 
NV Energy) must be arranged. 

Note: Purchasing firm transmission over the Malin-Hilltop line does not guarantee that 
transmission is available from source to sink. Customers must arrange transmission 
service over all transmission segments to execute a transaction. 

C. Network Transmission Payment Determination 
If a single Transmission Contract Holder (TCH) purchases the same product on the Network 
both to or from John Day and over the Malin/Hilltop line, Transmission Services will 
charge a single Network Transmission Charge. The same product code must be used for 
both segments. 

D. BPAT AC Intertie Transmission payment 
All use of BPA's portion of the AC Intertie is chargeable under Transmission Services 
applicable Intertie Rates and OATT terms and conditions. 

E. RATS Curtailments Guidelines 
1. The lowest Operational Transfer Capability (OTC) on either the north side or the south 

side of Malin will be implemented as the AC Intertie OTC. The NW AC Intertie 
participants' and owners' reduced transmission shares will be allocated between their 
purchasers/providers in accordance with the curtailment procedures of each Intertie 
participant or owner. 

2. Schedules on Transmission Services' share of the AC Intertie and on the Malin-Hilltop 
transmission segment will be curtailed by normal scheduling procedures consistent 
with the OATT. 
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3. Transmission Services will post the following OTCs on the BPAT OASIS site: 

RATS: Hilltop 230 kV to Malin 230 kV (S>N) 
RATS: Malin 230 kV to Hilltop 230 kV (N>S) 

F. NW AC Intertie Reliability Guidelines 
BPAT will monitor all Intertie and RATS Transmission segments and maintain all schedules 
and actuals using such segments within their Operating Transfer Capability. BPA will 
coordinate all such actions with the adjacent California ISO and the NV Energy balancing 
authorities. 

If the PacifiCorp Malin 500/230 kV Transformer goes out of service or the Hilltop-Malin 
transmission line goes out of service, all schedules using the RATS line will be reduced to 
zero. 
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