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Firm and Non Firm 
Transmission in BPAT OASIS 

How it works today
8/29/2012 

Customer PCM Meeting

The OATI system screenshots included in this document are proprietary and 
not to be used outside the context of this document. Do not distribute without 
specific authorization from OATI. 

Note: No customer production transactional data is used in the screenshots. 
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BPA ATCID explains how the Firm and Non Firm is calculated for the different 
time Horizons for MOD 30 Flowgates and MOD 29 paths

In a very small nut shell ATC/AFC is:
– Firm is TTC minus ETC
– Non Firm in the Pre-schedule Horizon is unsold Firm and Counter Flow
– Non Firm in the Real time Horizon is unscheduled Firm, Non Firm 

Reservation not yet scheduled and Counter Flow
– MOD 30 includes Adjacent impacts where MOD 29 does not

BPA posts Firm and Non Firm availability under the Sys Data tab in BPAT 
OASIS 

• For Firm - Confirmed Firm availability is posted 
• For Non Firm - The lowest Pending Non Firm(1-NS) availability is 

posted
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BPA systems calculates one Firm Bucket and 6 Non Firm Buckets
– Non Firm Buckets are the 6 of the 7 different NERC curtailment 

Priorities (BPA does not have a NERC Priority 0)
– RATC6 – Non Firm NT (Monthly, Weekly, Daily and Hourly)
– RATC5 – Non Firm Monthly PTP
– RATC4 – Non Firm Weekly PTP
– RATC3 – Non Firm Daily PTP
– RATC2 – Non Firm Hourly PTP
– RATC1 – Non Firm Secondary PTP 

The AFC/ATC Reports will provide the best data on availability for NERC 
Priorities 6-2 and pending Short Term Firm
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Locating BPAT ATC/AFC Reports

1. Click “Reservations” button.

2. Click “AFC/Flowgate Reports” checkbox.
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Understanding BPAT ATC/AFC Reports

OASIS Scenario 
Analyzer

View reservation 
impacts on an 

AFC or ATC 
calculation.

Not valid for 
Hourly AFC

View impacts on AFC 
calculation for MOD30

View impacts on 
ATC calculation for 

MOD29
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ATC Initialization Reports 
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ATC Initialization Reports 
(the more useful columns to the customer)
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Example of How the Buckets Work Today

Starting availability per ATC Report
– A TSR is first evaluated against the pending bucket for the NERC 

Priority
– When a TSR is submitted the corresponding pending bucket is 

impacted until the request is Confirmed. Once the TSR is Confirmed, 
the Committed bucket will also be impacted.
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Customer A submits a request for 100MW Firm 
(7-F) (TSR #777777) in the Pre-schedule 
Horizon

The pending RSATC and RATC6-1 will be 
impacted while the TSR is in a pending state

Once TSR 777777 is Confirmed, the Committed 
bucket SATC and RATC6-1 will be impacted
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Customer B submits a request for 10MW Non 
Firm NT (6-NN) (TSR #666666)

The pending RATC6-1 will be impacted while the 
TSR is in a pending state

Once TSR 666666 is Confirmed, the Committed 
bucket RATC6-1 will be impacted
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Customer C submits a request for 40MW of 
Monthly Non Firm PTP (5-NM) (TSR 
#555555)

The Pending RATC5-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state

Once 555555 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC5-1 will be impacted
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Customer D submits a request for 100MW of 
Weekly Non Firm PTP (4-NW) (TSR 
#444444)

The Pending RATC4-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state

Once 444444 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC4-1 will be impacted
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Customer E submits a request for 30 MW of 
Daily Non Firm PTP (3-ND) (TSR #333333)

The Pending RATC3-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state

Once 333333 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC3-1 will be impacted
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I think you have the basic idea!

Any Questions?

Now I am going to change it up
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Customer F submits a request for 1774 MW of 
Hourly Secondary Non Firm PTP (1-NS) 
(TSR #111111)

The Pending RATC1 will be impacted while the 
TSR is in a pending state

Once 111111 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC1 will be impacted



B     O     N     N     E     V     I     L     L     E         P     O     W     E     R             A     D     M     I   N     I     S     T     R     A     T     I     O     N

16

Customer A submits a request for 200 MW of 
Hourly Non Firm PTP (2-NH) (TSR #222222)

The Pending RATC2 and 1 will be impacted 
while the TSR is in a pending state

Once 222222 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC2 and 1 will be impacted



B     O     N     N     E     V     I     L     L     E         P     O     W     E     R             A     D     M     I   N     I     S     T     R     A     T     I     O     N

17

Currently, the system would not pre-empt 
the 1-NS Reservation.  For the MOD 29 
paths, if Schedules exceed the TTC, Real 
time may initiate Next Hour Congestion 
management.  For MOD 30, if Flow exceeds 
the SOL, BPA Dispatch may initiate ICRS 
curtailments.
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What happens when PCM is Implemented?

Can or Will  TSR 111111 be a Defender?
– NAESB has a motion that states "Redirect on a Non-Firm basis shall be 

subject to preemption without ROFR as required to meet the needs of 
any challenging request. Preemption of Redirect on a Non-Firm basis 
shall be treated in the same manner as a customer initiated 
RELINQUISH and will restore scheduling rights and capacity available 
to redirect on the parent Firm reservation."

What happens if a Customer submits a Weekly Non Firm PTP for 
1804? Will AREF 333333 be a Defender?

What happens if a Customer submits a Monthly Non Firm PTP for 
1994? 
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