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Short Term Competitions

How BPA calculates Non Firm as of 
February 2013
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BPA ATCID explains how the Firm and Non Firm is calculated for 
the different time Horizons for MOD 30 Flowgates and MOD 29 

paths

In a very small nut shell ATC/AFC is:
– Firm is TTC minus impacts from Firm Reservation
– Non Firm in the Pre-schedule Horizon is unsold Firm and 

Counter Flow
– Non Firm in the Real time Horizon is unscheduled Firm, Non 

Firm Reservation not yet scheduled and Counter Flow
– MOD 30 includes Adjacent impacts where MOD 29 does not

BPA posts Firm and Non Firm availability under the Sys Data tab in BPAT 
OASIS 

• For Firm - Confirmed Firm availability is posted 
• For Non Firm - The lowest Pending Non Firm(1-NS) availability is 

posted
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BPA systems calculates one Firm Bucket and 6 Non Firm 
Buckets
– Non Firm Buckets are the 6 of the 7 different NERC 

curtailment Priorities (BPA does not have a NERC Priority 0)
– RATC6 – Non Firm NT (Monthly, Weekly, Daily and Hourly)
– RATC5 – Non Firm Monthly PTP
– RATC4 – Non Firm Weekly PTP
– RATC3 – Non Firm Daily PTP
– RATC2 – Non Firm Hourly PTP
– RATC1 – Non Firm Secondary PTP 

The Int. Reports will provide the best data on availability for 
NERC Priorities 5-3.  
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ATC Initialization Reports 
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Example of How the Buckets Work Today

Starting availability per Int. Report
– A TSR is first evaluated against the pending bucket for the 

corresponding NERC Priority
– When a TSR is submitted the corresponding pending bucket is impact 

until the request is Confirmed. Once the TSR is Confirmed, the 
Committed bucket will also be impacted.
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Customer A submits a request for 100MW Firm 
(7-F) (TSR #777777) in the Pre-schedule 
Horizon

The pending RSATC and RATC6-1 will be 
impacted while the TSR is in a pending state.

Once TSR 777777 is Confirmed, the Committed 
bucket SATC and RATC6-1 will be impacted.



B     O     N     N     E     V     I     L     L     E         P     O     W     E     R             A     D     M     I   N     I     S     T     R     A     T     I     O     N

Customer B submits a request for 10MW Non 
Firm NT (6-NN) (TSR #666666)

The pending RATC6-1 will be impacted while the 
TSR is in a pending state.

Once TSR 666666 is Confirmed, the Committed 
bucket RATC6-1 will be impacted.
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Customer C submits a request for 40MW of 
Monthly Non Firm PTP (5-NM) (TSR 
#555555)

The Pending RATC5-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state.

Once 555555 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC5-1 will be impacted.



B     O     N     N     E     V     I     L     L     E         P     O     W     E     R             A     D     M     I   N     I     S     T     R     A     T     I     O     N

Customer D submits a request for 100MW of 
Weekly Non Firm PTP (4-NW) (TSR 
#444444)

The Pending RATC4-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state.

Once 444444 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC4-1 will be impacted
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Customer E submits a request for 30 MW of 
Daily Non Firm PTP (3-ND) (TSR #333333)

The Pending RATC3-1 will be impacted while 
the TSR is in a pending state.

Once 333333 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC3-1 will be impacted
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I think you have the basic idea!

Any Question?

Now I am going to change it up
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Customer F submits a request for 1774 MW of 
Hourly Secondary Non Firm PTP (1-NS) 
(TSR #111111)

The Pending RATC1 will be impacted while the 
TSR is in a pending state.

Once 111111 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC1 will be impacted.
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Customer A submits a request for 200 MW of 
Hourly Non Firm PTP (2-NH) (TSR #222222)

The Pending RATC2 and 1 will be impacted 
while the TSR is in a pending state.

Once 222222 is Confirmed, the Committed 
RATC2 and 1 will be impacted.
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Sys.  Data would post zero availability

TSST would not initiate curtailments based on 
a negative value in the RATC6-1 buckets.  

NSA would need to be negative for TSST to 
initiate curtailments.  
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