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December 7, 2004 
 
In reply refer to:  T-Ditt2 
 
 
To:  People Interested in the Transmission Business Policy Environmental Impact Statement 
 
The Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) has decided not to proceed with the Transmission Business 
Policy Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).  This letter briefly explains BPA’s decision to terminate 
the Transmission Business Policy EIS. 
 
In 2003, BPA proposed the Transmission Business Policy EIS to analyze the environmental impacts of 
policy issues specific to BPA’s Transmission Business Line (TBL).  At that time, TBL was considering 
the voluntary adoption of a comprehensive policy for its transmission business.  BPA decided it would 
reevaluate this voluntary adoption and whether to proceed with this EIS at the conclusion of the EIS 
scoping process.  BPA then conducted public scoping for the EIS, which included notices in various 
formats and media, several public meetings, and an opportunity to comment.  BPA received 45 comments 
during the Transmission Business Policy EIS scoping period.  Based on the results of the EIS public 
scoping and internal considerations such as the current and most recently projected activities of BPA’s 
Transmission Business Line and budget issues, BPA has decided that continued consideration of a 
comprehensive policy for BPA’s transmission business is not in the best interests of the agency at this 
time.  As a result, BPA has decided not to proceed with the Transmission Business Policy EIS.  A Notice 
of Termination was published in the Federal Register on November 23, 2004 
(http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/fedreg/a041123c.html). 
 
Although the Transmission Business Policy EIS process is terminating, BPA is in the process of 
conducting a separate National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of our 1995 BPA Business Plan 
EIS, which since its completion has acted as a comprehensive analysis of the agency’s business practices, 
including transmission practices.  BPA will use a Supplement Analysis (SA) prepared in accordance with 
U.S. Department of Energy NEPA regulations to conduct this review.  Information gathered from the 
Transmission Business Policy EIS scoping process will be considered when preparing the SA to the BPA 
Business Plan EIS.  In the near future you should be receiving another letter from BPA further describing 
the SA to the Business Plan EIS. 
 
For more information on the SA process, you may call BPA toll free at 1-800-622-4519, email 
rryarde@bpa.gov, or access project information and documents on line at: 
http://www.bpa.gov/efw/Environmental_Planning_and_Analysis/Business_Plan_SA/. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
/s/ Carolyn A. Whitney 12-7-04 
 
Carolyn A. Whitney 
Vice President, Business Line Management and Service 


