
Transmission Services 

Dynamic Transfer Capability: Requesting and Awarding Access to 
BPA’s Network - Pilot, Version 5  
Response to Customer Comments 

Posted: November 9, 2015 

This document contains the Transmission Customer comments and Transmission 
Services’ response to those comments for Dynamic Transfer Capability: Requesting and 
Awarding Access to BPA’s Network – Pilot, Version 5, posted for review from Oct. 9, 
2015 through Oct. 22, 2015. 

Thank you for your comments. 
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Powerex 

Posting Dynamic Transfer Capability (DTC) Awards 

In its introduction to the business practice, BPA notes that it proposes to remove the 
requirement to post dynamic transfer awards because customers have advised BPA 
that they consider the details of an award to be commercially sensitive information. 
Powerex is concerned about BPA’s proposal not to post dynamic transfer awards. 
Especially in view of the fact that dynamic transfer space is limited, it is important for 
customers to know when DTC is awarded; how much DTC is still available; and to be 
able to verify that allocation has occurred accurately. In the view of Powerex, the 
amount of DTC awarded to a customer is no more commercially sensitive than the 
amount of transmission capacity awarded to a customer. Since posting the amount of 
transmission capacity awarded to each customer is a core element of Open Access, it 
seems it would be in keeping with Open Access principles to post the DTC awards. 

Transmission Service’s Response 

TS appreciates Powerex’ perspective.  However, BPA accepts other customer’s request 
that BPA treat DTC awards as confidential and declines to post dynamic transfer 
awards.   
 
DTC is a system capability that is location, resource and use specific.  In simple terms, 
a DTC study is performed for each new use comprised of a dynamic generator and the 
signal to which it is responding.  Posting awards would have little value to another 
customer because information concerning the voltage impacts of a particular 
generator-signal pair would not inform other customers whether anticipated dynamic 
transfers for some other generator-signal pair would be impacted.   
 
A new voltage study for each new use would have to be performed to determine 
whether the requested use could be accommodated without causing an unacceptable 
voltage excursion or some other adverse system condition.  Posting awards would not 
provide useful information concerning the amount of “inventory” for some other use 
because DTC varies by location, resource characteristics, and use. 
 

Pacific DC Intertie 

Section A.1 of the business practice states that dynamic transfers are not allowed on 
the Pacific DC intertie. Powerex believes this statement is unnecessary and should be 
removed. First of all, we note that the business practice relates to requesting and 
awarding access on BPA’s network which is defined as BPA transmission facilities 
“other than the California Oregon Intertie and the Pacific DC Intertie”. As a result, we 
believe the reference to the Pacific DC Intertie in this business practice should be 
removed. 

In addition, although dynamic transfers do not currently occur on the Pacific DC 
Intertie, Powerex believes BPA should explore ways to enable dynamic transfers on the 
intertie. As a result, Powerex suggests that BPA work with stakeholders to develop a 
new business practice specific to the DC Intertie that reflects BPA’s willingness to 
explore the various options and the time-frame under which enabling dynamic 
transfers on the DC will occur. In this regard, Powerex notes that BPA could start by 
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enabling 15 minute scheduling so that it is ready to be implemented once the DC is 
back in service. 

Transmission Service’s Response 

This statement was included as a courtesy to customers that are looking for BPA’s 
policies regarding dynamic transfers on the COI and Pacific DC Intertie, which are not 
currently allowed.   
 
Whether dynamic transfers would be permitted on the Pacific DC Intertie depends 
upon completion of current DC Intertie upgrades under construction in the next year 
or so, and DC Intertie Owners decide to consider whether to allow dynamic transfers 
on the DC Intertie.  Bonneville’s implementation would further involve future business 
practice changes with the related public process. 
 
If a decision to allow dynamic transfers on the DC Intertie were made, the reference 
in this business practice would be changed to refer to the business practice dealing 
with dynamic transfers on the DC Intertie. 
 
Northern Intertie 

Section C.4.c states that, among other things, BPA will take “the limits of Dynamic 
Transfer Capability on the Northern intertie (limited to 300 MW)” into consideration, 
prior to making any offers. Powerex believes it is unnecessary to specifically refer to 
the amount of the current Northern Intertie limit and notes that the Northern Intertie 
limit may change in the future. Powerex suggests that the current section C.4.c be 
replaced with “Any specifically defined dynamic transfer capability limitations on the 
network.” 
 
 
Transmission Service’s Response 

Powerex is correct that in performing DTC studies, BPA takes into account other 
network limitations that affect particular DTC requests.   
 
Whether or not language concerning Northern Intertie limitations is included in this 
business practice, this limitation would be taken into account.  BPA noted this 
limitation to assure other customers that BPA would take Northern Intertie DTC limits 
into account in granting a network award.   
 
As these limits change, BPA would modify this language accordingly. 
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